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HOUSEKEEPING
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• Today’s webinar will be recorded and accessible via our project 
website.

• Please use the Q&A feature to submit any questions.

• If you have any technical issues, please message Aubree Thelen via 
the chat.

• We kindly ask that you complete our brief survey at the end of the 
webinar.

Promoting Colorectal Cancer Screening in the AME Church Community July 17, 2024



4

• Provide an overview of the American Cancer Society’s (ACS) pilot project to 
promote colorectal cancer (CRC) screening in the African Methodist Episcopal 
(AME) church community

• Detail the process and importance of crafting tailored colorectal cancer 
screening messaging

• Highlight the significance of partnerships between the AME church, local health 
systems, and other community partners in efforts to increase colorectal cancer 
screening and reduce barriers to care

• Share helpful resources created through this project to promote colorectal 
cancer screening in the AME church community

• Q&A

Promoting Colorectal Cancer Screening in the AME Church Community July 17, 2024

WEBINAR OBJECTIVES



FEATURED SPEAKERS

5
Promoting Colorectal Cancer Screening in the AME Church Community July 17, 2024





7

PROJECT OVERVIEW



Colorectal cancer is preventable, treatable, and beatable.

More than HALF of colorectal cancer deaths can 
be prevented by screening and early detection. 

Survival rate when colorectal cancer is 
caught EARLY
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COLORECTAL CANCER (CRC)



Colorectal cancer (CRC) is preventable, treatable, and beatable.

And yet…

CRC is the SECOND 

leading cause of cancer 
related death in Black 

men and women.

They are about 20% more 
likely to get CRC and 

about 40% more likely to 
die from it than most 

other groups.

Only about 65% of Black 
adults are up-to-date with 

potentially life-saving 
screening.
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* American Cancer Society. Cancer Facts & Figures for African American/Black People 2022-2024 

COLORECTAL CANCER DISPARITIES



In 2022, the American Cancer Society National Colorectal Cancer Roundtable (ACS 
NCCRT) released its Messaging Guidebook for Black & African American People: 
Messages to Motivate for Colorectal Cancer Screening.
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• Most Black and African American respondents who 
were unscreened for colorectal cancer identified 
themselves as being somewhat religious.

• The majority of those who are very religious 
indicated their beliefs impact health care decisions.

• Only 1 in 5 respondents had received health 
information in a religious setting.

ACS NCCRT MARKET RESEARCH
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A collaborative project aiming to :

Key Partners:

Develop & Share 
Tailored Health 
Messages Unique 
to Atlanta East 
District

Establish & 
Strengthen 
Community 
Partnerships to 
Begin Addressing 
Barriers to Care

Address 
Barriers to 
colorectal (CRC) 
Screening

Increase CRC 
Screening 
Knowledge & 
Awareness in AME 
Community
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OVERVIEW
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PROCESS
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TAILORED MESSAGING





Jennifer Sanchez Rivelli, MA

Behavior Assessment Manager

Kaiser Permanente 
Center for Health Research



16

• ENGAGE participants in translating health information into ideas, 
messages, and materials that are understandable and meaningful to 
community members

• BUILD a community-based solution to address local health concerns

• RECOGNIZE that each population has unique cultural, linguistic, social, and 
economic context that impacts how they receive and act on health 
information
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Kaiser Permanente Center for Health Research uses an adapted version of 
Boot Camp Translation, a validated community engagement approach, 
to develop culturally and locally relevant health messaging and materials 
in diverse communities.

HOW DID WE CREATE TAILORED MESSAGING?



This approach focuses on three core themes:

LISTEN
Helps community 

leaders and 
champions learn from 
community members 

about barriers and 
gaps in care

EMPOWER
Share health 

information in a 
collaborative way

CO-CREATE
Develop messages and 

materials that 
resonate with and 

motivate community 
members to take 

control of their health
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OUR COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT APPROACH
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Participants In-Person at 
Antioch AME Church

Participants at Each Virtual 
Follow-Up Session

Churches from AME East 
Atlanta District Represented

Key Themes Identified

Messages Created

Original Materials Crafted
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3
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Boot Camp Translation (Stone Mountain, GA, October 2022)

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT SESSIONS



Insurance / Cost Related (awareness/understanding, financial concerns, non 
or underinsured)

Individual Perceptions / Attitudes (fear, discomfort, invincibility)

Time and Opportunity (childcare, work, office hours, transportation)

Medical Mistrust

No Provider Recommendation or Unclear Explanation of Screening Options
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BARRIERS TO CRC SCREENING



KEY THEMES AND MESSAGES

Incorporate faith-based concepts into 
colorectal cancer screening messaging.

• Faith over fear! Get screened for 
colorectal cancer today.

• Honor God by taking care of your 
body. Get screened for colorectal 
cancer today.

• Your faith, your health. Get screened 
for colorectal cancer today.

• Listen to the gospel’s call to live 
whole and healing lives. Get 
screened for colorectal cancer today.

Increase CRC awareness & knowledge 
through personal connections.

• Share your cancer story. It can 
save lives.

• I need you to survive. Get screened 
for colorectal cancer today.

Empower individuals through the 
strength of their community.

• You are not alone. We are in this 
together.

• There is nothing we cannot talk 
about on a Sunday morning. 
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Trusted 
Messengers

• Black and African American 
men and women in positions 
of power

• Church leaders
• Fellow congregants
• Cancer survivors

Preferred Community
Delivery Channels

• Cancer awareness events
• Social media platforms

Preferred Church
Delivery Channels

• Print materials (e.g., flyers, 
pamphlets, message cards) 
distributed at the service

• Digital materials (e.g., videos) 
shown during the service

• Email and newsletters
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PREFERRED DELIVERY CHANNELS & MESSENGERS



TAILORED MESSAGING MATERIALS
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TAILORED MESSAGING MATERIALS
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TAILORED MESSAGING MATERIALS



TAILORED MESSAGING MATERIALS
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COMMUNITY ACTION PLANNING



COMMUNITY ACTION PLANNING SUMMIT

Participants Attended In-Person at Antioch AME Church 
representing:

• AME Church Leadership and Congregants
• Local Hospital Systems
• Community Partner Organizations

Activities Proposed for Inclusion in the Action Plan
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Develop a tailored community colorectal 
cancer screening resource

Build connections and share information 
between AME leadership and hospital 
systems

Fundraise at the district level to support costs 
of colorectal cancer screening or 
transportation to screening

Educate and raise awareness through in-
person speakers and videos of survivors or 
healthcare providers

Disseminate findings and lessons learned 
to educate decision-makers about the 
initiative

Promote a colorectal cancer screening day 
across the district

Train non-clinical navigators within the 
church community

COMMUNITY ACTION PLAN ACTIVITIES



CRC SCREENING AWARENESS SUNDAY

9 Churches participated

Over 1,000 congregants reached

51 activities were conducted including reading CRC facts 
during service, distributing tailored materials, playing PSA 
videos, CRC guest speakers, distributing FIT kits, and more



AME CHURCH RESOURCE GUIDE:
PROMOTING SCREENING FOR COLORECTAL 
CANCER IN THE AME CHURCH COMMUNITY

The AME Church Resource Guide provides helpful 
resources for promoting colorectal cancer screening 
among the members of the AME Church community 
including:

o Information about the collaborative project 
with the Atlanta East District

o Quick start steps for developing & implementing 
a community action plan using community-
based colorectal cancer screening messages

o Suggestions for going above & beyond the quick 
start activities

o Planning worksheets and materials
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DISCUSSION



CLOSING
• Scan QR code to visit our website where 

you’ll find:

o A digital copy of the AME Resource 
Guide: Promoting Screening for 
Colorectal Cancer in the AME 
Church Community

o A recording of today’s webinar

• Please complete the post-webinar survey

• Questions?
 Contact:  Megan.Burns@cancer.org
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mailto:Megan.Burns@cancer.org


Thank You!
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